Coculture methodologies for the study of Wnt signals.
In vivo, responses to extracellular Wnt ligands are context dependent; the temporal characteristics and intensity of the signal are critical in determining the target cell response. In general, Wnt ligand-induced differentiation in mammalian cells requires several days of exposure. In order to better characterize Wnt-induced signaling in vitro, side-by-side and partitioned cocultures can be utilized. These methodologies closely mimic how Wnt signals are transmitted in the tumor microenvironment.